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Meeting a Need 
The PA Autism Census Project and Needs Assessment were completed by the 

Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare (DPW), in collaboration with the Autism 

Services, Education, Resources and Training Collaborative (ASERT). These projects 

indicate a rising prevalence of individuals with autism in the Commonwealth and an 

increasing rate of need for services. To meet the challenges faced by this growing 

population, DPW established ASERT as a partnership of experts from academic 

institutions, government and the private sector. 

The Process 
 

• Conducted a Statewide Autism Census and follow-up Needs Assessment to identify 

how many Pennsylvanians living with autism are receiving services and to reveal the scope 

of need for autism services and programs 

• Established personal connections to individuals with autism and their families in order to 

gain feedback and become a viable source of trusted information 

• Identified existing resources as well as where gaps exist  

• Established distribution methods for ASERT resources, services, and training that could 

meet the needs of the autism community 

Lessons Learned 
 

• Representation from three distinct regions of Pennsylvania is 

a crucial part of ASERT’s success. 

• Varied perspectives are crucial and should include:  

• Self advocates 

• Families and caregivers 

• Clinicians 

• State government and policymakers  

• Public health 

• It is important to have the right mix of technical, process, 

content and clinical expertise in all stages of a resource 

center and website design, from development through 

implementation.  
 

Suggestions for Duplication 
 

Important considerations include: 

• Gain a clear understanding of the audiences you will be trying 

to reach and each of their needs - the ASERT Needs 

Assessment helped accomplish this. 

• Plan from the start how to make information accessible 

through many channels to diverse audiences (in person, 

phone, web, mobile devices, etc.) 

• Establish a consistent message and mission across members 

of the collaborative. 

• Appoint a facilitator for dialogue across the members of the 

collaboration and create clearly defined roles. 
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Website Project Structure 

ASERT is funded by the Bureau of Autism Services, Pennsylvania 

Department of Public Welfare 

Outcomes 
 

• Statewide toll-free resource hotline for individuals with autism, 

family members, professionals and interested others 

• Resource website for 24 hour access to resources, events, 

training, and information: www.PAautism.org 

• Resource specialists and ASERT experts available for in-person 

presentations, meetings, and resource fairs 

Preliminary data 
from the update 
indicate a 180% 
overall increase 

of individuals 
with ASD in PA 
from 2005 to 

2011. 

The projected 
number of 
adults with 

autism in PA 
will reach 

almost 20,000 
in 2020. 

Given trends and 
projections from 
the 2011 census 

update, we expect 
that there are over 

35,000 children 
and adults in PA 

with autism.  

Pennsylvanians 

with autism & 

their families are 

struggling to find 

the services they 

need. 

A lack of or 

shortage of 

providers is the 

most common 

barrier to 

accessing 

services. 

85% of 

individuals have 

a co-occurring 

disorder, 

complicating 

service needs. 

The lack of effective 

interventions for 

challenging 

behaviors and 

mental health 

problems often lead 

to preventable 

crises. 
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Although children 

are being 

diagnosed at 

younger ages, 

diagnosis and 

follow-up care is 

still a long and 

difficult process. 

Most adults with 

autism are 

unemployed or 

underemployed 

because the 

necessary 

supports are not 

available. 

Caring for an 

individual with 

autism takes an 

economic and 

emotional toll on 

families. 

As individuals with 

autism grow into 

adulthood, the 

needs for supports 

& services often 

increase, although 

services become 

more difficult to 

access. 
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